Rede von Rabab Baldo
(Englisch und Arabisch)

4.4.2025, Bern

I am deeply humbled and honored to receive the 2025 Peace Award from the Somazzi
Foundation. I dedicate this award first and foremost to my mother, who raised us single-
handedly amidst tremendous challenges; to the Kandakat—the women of Sudan—whose
courage, resilience, and unwavering struggle for peace in Sudan continue to inspire us
all. I also dedicate it to the women of South Sudan, to women across the IGAD region,
to Palestinian women and all women in the Middle East, to the women of Africa, and to
women around the world who bear the heaviest burdens of war and conflict. Their strength
fuels our collective struggle for peace and justice.

I also dedicate this award to the male champions who have stood beside us on our
journey toward justice and peace.

Let us renew and strengthen our commitment to supporting women as vital agents of peace
—especially in these troubling times, as the world edges dangerously close to a third world
war. Now, more than ever, is the time for unity. We must come together and work
collectively to foster peace and put an end to violence—not only within our own
countries, but across the globe. Peace is not a dream—it is a responsibility we all share.
And women must be at the center of shaping that future.

This recognition is not only an honor but a call to action. It is a reminder that we must
redouble our efforts to implement the Women, Peace, and Security (WPS) agenda and to
ensure that women’s leadership in peace processes is fully supported, acknowledged,
and sustained. Women have always been central to peacebuilding—it's time their
contributions are fully acknoweldeged and reinforced.

I extend my sincere thanks to the Somazzi Foundation Board, the PeaceWomen Across
the Globe (PWAG) network, the Swiss government, and all those who made it possible for
me to be here in Switzerland and receive this award. This recognition is not mine alone
—it is an acknowledgment of the role played by Sudanese women, whose unwavering
commitment and sacrifices in the pursuit of peace and justice have brought us to this far.

Shukran Jazeelan. A billion thanks to you all.
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